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The big day that so many fans prepare for all year. The truth of the 
matter is, it’s not the game; it’s all about the food. It’s our industry’s 
time to shine! As one of the biggest “House Party” days of the year, 

we want your food on every table in every home!  

Game Time!it's

tailgate program
Tips for developing a



Review your menu. 
• What are you known for? Can you turn that 

into a Tailgate platter?

• Develop a few packages – with a collection of 
4-6 items serving up to 10 people each.

• Offer a “BYO Tailgate” option with à la carte 
options.

• Source additional food items you can use 
to round out your package options such as 
desserts & mocktails. Talk to your Sysco Sales 
Consultant for more suggestions!

Clarify the process.
• Determine the prep time for each item. Must 

items be ordered in advance? If so, how much 
lead time? What’s your capacity? How many 
orders can you handle?

• Source your caterware: disposable platters, 
bowls, and chafers (or offer reusable service 
pieces and equipment if available).

• Will you offer pickup and delivery? What about 
third-party delivery?

• Don’t forget the wet-naps and utensils!

Train your staff.
• Cross-train your team - so everyone can jump 

in when you get an order.

• Provide an easy order form so nothing is 
missed when booking a Tailgate!

Start simple and expand.
• Test the market! Advertise your  

“Tailgate-At-Home” packages and  
see what response you get.

• Adjust if necessary – then do it again! The 
opportunities are endless: football, baseball, 
basketball, hockey, soccer, even from local 
high schools to professional teams – your 
customers are looking for a reason to CHEER!  

Check out the following great options  
that Sysco has put together for your  

GAME DAY LINEUP!

ready, 
set GO
Convenience is a quality that 
consumers are increasingly 
demanding, making to-go meals a 
booming category for foodservice. 

Did you know?
• The average check price increases up to 20% when 

guests order off -premise. 

• Sysco can help you promote takeout options for  
in-home celebrations and elevate convenience in 
your to-go platform.

• Sysco offers an array of customizable on-the-go 
options that deliver the quality of your dining 
experience at home.

MARKETING TIP:
Offer bounce back deals to encourage guests to 

return each week no matter who is playing!

https://indd.adobe.com/view/bd72bdd2-93f9-4d40-8182-4f3b0aa0ffa9


Host pre-season events: drive traffic with 
pre-season opportunities, such as the NFL 
Combine, Draft Night and Fantasy league 
parties. These promotions deliver great 
dividends if guests return every week 
during the regular season.

Starting

lineup

Extra Points
Offer a variety of wing flavors  

and dipping sauces customers  
can mix and match to create their 

one-of-a-kind winning wings!

TOP 5 WING FLAVORS:
Hot  •  Mild  •  Honey BBQ

Medium  •  Garlic Parmesan

TOP 5 DIPPING SAUCES:
Buffalo Sauce  •  Bleu Cheese  

Hot Sauce  •  BBQ Sauce 
Ranch Dressing



A clever name will help draw attention when 
marketing to your customers. You can sell a “Couch 
Potato” meal kit or a “Home-gate Party”.   Offer a 
“Taco Tailgate” or “BBQ from Around the Country”.  
Think outside the box!  Remember, as you market 
your kits, it needs to be unique and attention 
grabbing.  Don’t forget to include all aspects of a 
menu – from appetizers to desserts, it’s a full day’s 
line up of food.  capitalize on it!

game on

START PLANNING 
Create two to four special items. It’s fun 
to include a unique twist on traditional 
game day food or include a signature 
item from your menu as an attention 
grabber.  Whatever you choose, make 
sure it is easy to execute and profitable.  



Once you have a plan, 
pricing is 
important 
Using Sysco Studio, you can create 
accurate recipes with pricing and 
preparation instructions, so YOU 
make a profit. Did we mention that 
Sysco Studio is completely free & 
you can create your own recipes in 
your own time!?

game's on
at our house

Utilize all of the offerings of Sysco|Studio, our online  
self-service tool to market your business.

syscostudio.com

Welcome, CUSTOMER

Using your social media platforms is the best way 
to advertise your Big Game specials.  Advertising to 

your followers on Facebook and Instagram will boost 
sales with little to no expense.  However, if you want 
to utilize targeted ads and boost your post, we can 
almost guarantee increased sales and exposure to 

your Big Game day specials.  

SHARE IT 
Big game planning starts 

early!  It’s important that you 
share your offerings, whether 
catering packages, meal kits, 

or to go orders.  

https://syscostudio.com/?utm_medium=brochure&utm_source=syscofoodie.com&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=big_game_toolkit


ideaspackage

Appetizer 
Bundle

Handhelds: one 
or two bites each 

Mexican  
Fiesta

Exciting flavor options, 
fun for guests.

Tailgate  
Grill

Classic tailgating including 
“adult beverages” too! 

Breakfast / 
Brunch Kit
Who says you can’t 

tailgate in style?

Pre-sale Gift Cards

• Try a trendy sports themed 
name such as $25 “Punt” / 
$50 “Quarterback” / $100 
“Touchdown”, etc., tailored to 
each event.

• Offer a promotional value add, 
such as a $5 free with $25 gift 
card purchase, with a limited 
window to use free $5.

Pre-sale At-home  
Game Day Packages

• Consider order ahead, enjoy-
at-home options for the Big 
Game, March Madness, etc. 
when you anticipate a busy 
restaurant.

• Pre-order catering packages 
for dine-in or pick-up only (no 
delivery packages).

• Take advantage of pre-sale 
benefits including cash in hand 
plus advance knowledge and 
time to order and prep.

Pre-sale Food Packages
• Advertise pre-set catering packages 

that can be reserved and purchased 
in advance. Offer a limited number of 
packages with a cut-off date to provide 
restaurant ample time to order and prep.

Example packages:
• Punt Package = 1 quart salsa, 1 quart 

queso, chips and 6 soft pretzels
• Quarterback Package = 2 lbs. pulled 

pork, buns, pickles, onions, 2 sides, etc.
 
Suggested package sale cutoff is  
7 business days prior to event. 



for the win!
Big Game Recipes

Seattle  
Salmon Cakes

CLICK FOR RECIPE

Pittsburgh Style 
Sandwich

CLICK FOR RECIPE

Tampa Lobster 
Corndog

CLICK FOR RECIPE

San Francisco Bay 
Area Chowder

CLICK FOR RECIPE

Washington 
Esquite Burger

CLICK FOR RECIPE

Kansas City  
BBQ Wings

CLICK FOR RECIPE

big gameFind all your 
essentials for the on

https://foodie.sysco.com/recipes/seattle-salmon-cakes/?highlight=salmon%20cakes&utm_medium=brochure&utm_source=syscofoodie.com&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=big_game_toolkit
https://foodie.sysco.com/recipes/pittsburgh-style-sandwich/?utm_medium=brochure&utm_source=syscofoodie.com&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=big_game_toolkit
https://foodie.sysco.com/recipes/tampa-lobster-corndog-with-mustard-sauce/?utm_medium=brochure&utm_source=syscofoodie.com&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=big_game_toolkit
https://foodie.sysco.com/recipes/san-francisco-bay-area-chowder/?utm_medium=brochure&utm_source=syscofoodie.com&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=big_game_toolkit
https://foodie.sysco.com/recipes/esquite-burger/?utm_medium=brochure&utm_source=syscofoodie.com&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=big_game_toolkit
https://foodie.sysco.com/recipes/kansas-city-bbq-wings-with-shaved-fennel-bleu-cheese-slaw/?utm_medium=brochure&utm_source=syscofoodie.com&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=big_game_toolkit
https://www.suppliesonthefly.com


Feel good about supporting a worthy 
cause, as Jackson and Partners will make 
a donation to Hire Heroes USA, a 501c(3) 
that serves veterans and their families 
with every case purchased.

LEARN MORE AT 

www.hireheroesusa.org

• Pull what you need, when you need it, as these IQF burger 
patties are designed to be cooked from the frozen state.

• Eliminate HACCP concerns that come when working with 
raw ground beef as these patties are pre-formed and 
measured to exacting standards.

• Veteran Strong burgers come in a  
wide variety of exciting blends that  
will raise the bar on any burger  
menu or specials board.

Veteran Strong  

Burger
CLICK TO SHOP

Bo Jackson
President & CEO 

Jackson and Partners

https://www.suppliesonthefly.com
https://www.hireheroesusa.org/
https://shop.sysco.com/app/catalog?q=7161603+7161606+7161609+7178172+7178175&utm_medium=pos&utm_source=creative_services&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=clicknshop_biggame


ensure your food
stays crisp

MOISTURE-REMOVING 

FRESHNESS PACK

SAVRpak rapidly removes and traps water 
condensation from to-go packaging, keeping food 

crisp and ready to eat. Utilizing the laws of thermodynamics, 
SAVRpak preserves the integrity of the food, keeping it fresher and 

crispier longer, working well on hot and cold foods, freshly cut fruits, 
leafy greens, vegetables, salads, french fries, pizza, and more.

CLICK TO SHOP

https://shop.sysco.com/app/catalog?q=7160291&utm_medium=brochure&utm_source=syscofoodie.com&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=big_game_toolkit
https://foodie.sysco.com/cutting-edge-solutions/?utm_medium=brochure&utm_source=syscofoodie.com&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=big_game_toolkit


Click here to find other on trend, satisfying 
and profitable ideas for your tailgate!

start 
prepping

Using your pre-orders, create a supplies order 
and enter it in Sysco Shop.  Creating a list in 
Sysco Shop will make for easier ordering and 
will be available to you again next year! We've 
compiled a list of Big Game essentials for you.

Schedule labor to prep and create a checklist 
for all that needs to be completed.  

If your meal kit allows, start prepping ahead of 
time.  Portioning and having them ready to send 
home with your customers ahead of time will 
prevent stress on your back of the house staff.   
Creating a solid reheating or preparation guide is 
as important as the food going out the door. 

CLICK FOR BIG GAME LIST

https://foodie.sysco.com/cutting-edge-solutions/?utm_medium=brochure&utm_source=syscofoodie.com&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=big_game_toolkit
https://shop.sysco.com/app/catalog?q=3927795+8391940+8496913+3781626+7164930+1206541+5482285+8666032+3928991+1193457+0593606+2188045+1466220+8408108+7166253+3551413+1472230+8369777+7015176+1529858+6804811+5365405+1708325+6946152+2989772+8416970+7977236+2501468+5542414+8415354+1733567+9487570+8487668+7175725+6927594+1400464+9690801+2550820+7056470+8415362&utm_medium=pos&utm_source=creative_services&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=clicknshop_biggame
https://shop.sysco.com/app/catalog?q=3726296+4069431+4488854+5150669+4810834+7143808+6272686+3609443+4488847+4084901+7143809+1967634+4004164+1394568+4537524+5152079+7512684+4537540+8263519+1967807+6080535+7143802+5438205+7397557+5277017+3712593+5098009+5150644+6654214+5455019+5623350+6604722+1200278+4537654+5005327+4002499+5012943+5273065+4226882+6809545+7027105+6097691+7177181+5561444+6107924+4919387+8763898+4893095+7132039+5999933+7143810+1967786+4428280+4847323+4428298+4917391+5197694+6822561+4537611+6154736+4003679+4278073+9911842+3570823+1344033+4537645+5274899+3609450+4537599+4537803+4488912+1404755+5112735+4086575+3751542+1868708+3714912+3725751+4401113+1974179+4939476+7132033+5954268+7518178+5590948+2613743+1344066+7143801+5625686+1967773+1987997+1478189+4949954+7143814+5166731+3887852+3378700+6098317+5740592&utm_medium=pos&utm_source=creative_services&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=clicknshop_biggame
https://shop.sysco.com/app/catalog?q=9400573+9426602+9440348+2356307+9272469+2356323+9263195+9263211+0855296+1755610+9392820+9394420+0916387+2356333+7173227+9263252+1580834+0915876+0916395+9271115+9263260+9440330+9400466+9474859+9507161+6159855+9447285+7203769+9272790&utm_medium=pos&utm_source=creative_services&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=clicknshop_biggame
https://shop.sysco.com/app/catalog?q=4390807+8501310+3700499+5020197+2979989+8282067+5020223+5656200+7056924+7152020+0721060+3419199+7711472+8082289+8081451+8886596+2048504+0688695+4506525+2047418+2047422+2047407+2048490+8282075+7802350+7203637+2028940&utm_medium=pos&utm_source=creative_services&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=clicknshop_biggame
https://shop.sysco.com/app/catalog?q=0357149+2505711+1050954+5407051+0013553+9714213+9714387+5092053+0079103+7493828+1516392+2985965+4313920+7105268+6447114+1516350+7409903+5246846+3686041+9905430+5020997+0017461+5021029+0041539+7363849+6297089+5020233+7983190+7366362+4077915+6573083+2328373+7000470+1520618+3638063+2416931+8897779+7074560+7137687+1050772+6292148+0041618+4659397+4295669+7110802+2588341+1497049+9102013+6422158+9904933+1608249+7114625+2490951+7084386+1918788+1999913+2000812+2000232+7116251+1628742+8237802+1994449+2308237+4573592+2000244+9715327+1026582+7073186+3394055+2529956+5998602+1027051+6303408+6714810+6292320+1473164+5530274+7160552+1769975+1999016+7285638+1027309+7135105+2034484+7007549+1051887+2048397+1050897+1994878+1690643&utm_medium=pos&utm_source=creative_services&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=clicknshop_biggame
https://shop.sysco.com/app/catalog?q=9808262+7132388+9714106+7395163+2458388+6662019+0013587+2545937+7163496+7190382+3533302+3011295+7281140+2032935+7624216+7108871+1977107+2141760+4356465+1711290+1050723+4681565+8897878+7108897+2134344+2029559+1689389+2285989+6257679+6291926+6804348+7103054+7380207+6864144+1994211+4356473+2034328+1998899+1998861+6292122+7653660+7025554+7137678+1999006+1994510+6800494+1615236+1998907+9714239+2000139+2588341+8897993+7024953+1260124+3555430+1998887+1998917+1994563+6292106+3555349+1994294+8892481+6292536+1999891+7000148+2000218+0924647+7553571+1994589+6408603+2000186+1999872+1998986+1720622+1994531+3554615+1995101+6292072+7024664+7024961+1495985+1999939+1994977+7876428+7024755+1999887+2000313+5020179+1994452+1999927+5629613+1994955+2000739+6292593+6292312+1995051+1994831+2000343+2031088&utm_medium=pos&utm_source=creative_services&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=clicknshop_biggame
https://shop.sysco.com/app/catalog?q=5046861+9534819+7107838+8902239+1870385+9485616+7052200+6986178+7107841+7122194+2957181+6838916+1633312+6944334+1797257+8938565+2518785+7122196+8806275+4891851+0807996+9504085+1757269+2136273+2287175+7022090+7022103+7121497+9516147+2469252+9493537+7083582+7083582+2837981+8942021+4333050+1607425+2320653+4823973+1893444+6919955+9459934+7171694+7055239+2251551+1205079+7111728+6367676+7679113+1590934+7116863+7116863+1919505+9485301+4923500+2238236+9147547+7782877+7111730+6986475+0739940+6985816+6648190+7101552+7782689+2591683+4240331+7134305+1237063+2498756+7023231+5897258+1237056+1307366+7115552+9493222+7048676+7055502+0370918+6356810+9611716+8485583+0292732+7100811+6685440+3708529+1349042+4162855+7126632+3791847+7080880+2987263+5312596+4162806+9903818+0774578+7104681+7591439+2564755&utm_medium=pos&utm_source=creative_services&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=clicknshop_biggame
https://shop.sysco.com/app/catalog?q=7122642+0680587+9147547+7013429+9493222+0807996+6837124+6837090+9596560+7048676+7100811+7122196+1214543+5046861+9456294+2344925+9459959+3791847+8270631+9493255+9596149+0911202+7761554+1618667+4143382+2498756+8938565+5312596+2375178+9610668+7083582+7116863+9905370+6579860+9611195+4084976+0855692+2108710+4203782+5769437+4466258+4085122+1925767+9459942+6364861+7266297+9534736+9611740+1591015+2204790+7058055+1517170+0807127+9715715+8938565+1607425+2244523&utm_medium=pos&utm_source=creative_services&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=clicknshop_biggame
https://shop.sysco.com/app/catalog?q=8538852+2491603+8819492+4911535+3143120+9779802+1474964+3617549+7142887+1263623+3533486+8838922+1025162+1817844+1205673+4438911+7028548+1164060+1016849+3617588+2801207+2182665+1797257+5020350+4319925+3766268+2880888+7065584+3521143+7100289+7072198+1025196+3051873+7100286+4742599+7383482+2483311+3831542+1333178+3960200+7028587+9996539+3533155+7112649+8839458+1475011+7012438+1453711+1011329+1079601+3653880+3532991+6680474+7150178+7089212+7069708+7679113+9380270+3532975+2392565+4875023+1614452+8322103+4438956+7116857+2238236+3982345+3533544+1474980+1587880+2510048+9611096+7399375+7054806+5020328+6678577+4319937+3984952+5020474+7882285+9908064+4621944+7150179+3983012+4162855+0487983+7085155+7147721+0684100+1044916+4162806+7164424+2687515+1542117+3831575+8731697+1610542+7000903+3392927&utm_medium=pos&utm_source=creative_services&utm_campaign=field_marketing_collateral&utm_term=corporate&utm_content=clicknshop_biggame
https://indd.adobe.com/view/bd72bdd2-93f9-4d40-8182-4f3b0aa0ffa9
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visit our 
big game 

site

want
more?

R E I N V E N T 2. 220
E V O L U T I O N  I N  T H E  R E S T A U R A N T  I N D U S T R Y

BUSINESS RESOURCES

Scan here to book a one-on-one appointment 
with a Business Resources Consultant today

Leslie Niemeyer  
Business Resources Consultant

The Centralized Business Resource Team hosts one-on-one personalized virtual visits 
with our customers to discuss their operational goals and challenges.  Book your 
appointment today to learn more about the resources available to you as Sysco’s Partner.

https://foodie.sysco.com/score-big-with-the-big-game-plan/

